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CRHP NEWSLETTER ,IOVEI-{BER I989

Dear Friends of the Grand Canvon:

Ihe Coloraco Rlver Manatemenr Plan TCRHP) rs finalj.zed and has been posted rn the
Federai Regtster for l0 davs. J copv or the Flndrng oi No Signrficant Inpact
slgned bv the Regronai Director and the Svnopsls of Publrc Corunenr to the orait
URMP are encloseci.

Grand Canvon NatLonal Park has determrned that the cost of marllnB the trnal plan
is prohibrtlve. The ma:-Iing cost of the draft CRMP was 54.000. The i'iatlonal
Technrcal Inforrnatron Servrce will prlnt and distnbute the final plan for
approxinatelv 15 dollars and should be available Decernber 15. The address ls:

united s tates Department of corunerce
Natlonal Technlcal Information Service
5285 Port Royal Road.
S P ringf ie ld , \r i rgrnia 'l 3 16 1

The Colorado River Management Plan rs available for review at Grand Canvon
Natr.onal Park. Copres of the plan are also located j-n the marn branch of publlc
libranes rn Flagstaif. Phoenrx. Iucson. Salt Lake Citv. Cedar C1ty. Denver.
Reno. San Francl-sco. and Sacramento.

The Colorado River Manaternent Plan will be responsive, on an annual basrs. to
resuLt,s of research, monitoring programs, and public and constituent Sroup input.
Interested persons are encouraged to submit connents t.o the Superintendent for
conslderation at anv ti-me for use i-n the annual review.

The Glen Canyon Environmental Studies TGCES) betan in December i982 to deternine
the ]"npact of operatlons of the Glen Canyon Dam on the downstrean ecological and
environrnentar resources within the Grand canyon Nationar Park and the Glen canyon
National Recreation Area. In 1988. the fj.rst GCES report indicat,ed that the
operatlon ot Glen Canyon Dan has substantial adverse effect,s on downstrean
environmental and recreat,ional resources. However. due to the fact
that the studles were conduct.ed during years of record high runoff of
the Colorado Rlver. it was determined that additional studies
concernlng the i.npact of low and fluctuating flows were needed.
These studies will now be encompassed in the preparat:.on of an
Environnental Inpact Statenent requested on July 27. 1989 by
Secretary of the Interror. Manual Lujan. Grand Canyon Natlonal Park
will incor?orate results of these studies in the future rnanatenent of
the Coloratio River.
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iuLY,1989

.]AIURE OF THE PROPOSAL AIIO ALIERNATIVES CONSTDERED:

in 1987, Giano Canvon lattonat Park D€gan revler or the Coioraoo River f''tanage{rEnr Ptan (CRHP)'

ihrougn a ouotlc orocess tnat resurteo rn oevctooment oi a oratt (revtseo) ptan ano envlrolfilentat
tssessment. --e envtrodnentat assessmen! evatuatect ontv tuo atternatlves: c3nttnueo manaqetnent

unoer tne 1981 otan; and, the !nttratlon ot m€tnagenEnt unoer tne revlseo ptan (tne pre?eFreo atterna'
!rve).

ln evaruatrng tne oroposar, the envrronrunrat assessdrent c3nsroereo the eifects ci chanqes pcooosecl

by the revrseo otan, conE,arrng l(S lrno:tcEs tO tnose or tne 1981 otan. Ihe l98l ptan assurleo that tne

1979 CRHP Envrrormentat lmoacE StateflEnr ras st'ttt vatid ano COfiErneO Orovrslons oi severat or the

rtterna!lves evatuated in the 1979 EIS; lhus. tne envrrornrentat assesstnent fcr tne revlseo (1989)

3tan tteFeo oti the 1979 ElS. ln assesstng curutatlve rnoacts. tite envlronnEntat assessment lor tne

:,,jrrent crcoosat conctuoes (na! tie revrseo otan conststs cr ooeratronat reltnements ano 60es not

)ooear to estaortsn actlons ano lncretnentat ltr6acts aoversetv arrectlnq naturat ano cullurat resour'
:es oevono tncse revets resut(lng u|.,oer tne l98l ptan.

''M'IARY 
oF PUgLlc REVIEU: 

.rrh 'h- -orr raa a; ar ndrvrouais.In flarcn oi 1987, CRHP revter ras initiated rlrh the trulrrrng or 4000 notlficattons to ll
media, lntrres! groups, congressronar ctetegarlons am cooqeratrnq agenctes; ovef 1000 ptanntng.s:to":
Herc requestgc by those Inreresteo ln contrriuttnE to the roentriicatton of ttator issues' in Ju(v ol
1987, the oar.( oegln revision of the colorado Rivcr iarugcflrnt Ptan rtth a rortshoo to dtscuss
Cotoraoo River rnanlgctrEnt issur3 rith rescercier3, concGssronrrs ancl p.Jbtic constltuents. ln iarcn
198E, an issuc rorkbook ras maited to approxrmatcly 400 inctividusts, ag€ncic3 and lnstltutlons tor
thcir reviey anct inpur (over 50 Herc.cturncd); Frl.rptic trtrttngs rerG held in Ftagstaff, AZ, Oenvcr'

CO, and Reno, xV, during April arriltay (Hith apgrott$ltcty.ighty.four irdividuals attendlng).
Fottoying evaiuation of ccm:nts, Orsft Prafcffcd Attrrnrtrvr! rerc deyclop€o lnd prcsentcd In
rEatings neld in mid-Juty r.ith the crarE Carr/on Corrcsgioncc.s Stecring Cc[rnittec !r'|d the Constituent
Adrrisorv Cofintttec (madr up of naturlt ard sociat scicncc rescrrchlr!, notEqflilerciEt user groups'

com:rctat river guides lm crwirornrntlt orglntzlttons). ln August, th! Prcfrrrcd Atternatlve! re|."
maited out, yith coflrrnG! recervco frcrn thc puotic for a 30 day perrod. on flovcnDcr t0, 1988' a

0raft Cotoraoo Riv€r'f,lanrgfilnt Ptan/EnvirontEntlt Asscs$Ent ras distributccl lo over 500 indivici'
ua(s, agenctcs and instttutrons: tne 30-dav revicr pertod ras announcd In th! Federat Reoister rn

Novenocr. 1988. Cn OecaEGr 20, '1988, the puoiic reytcr oerloct cas extemcd an adclrttonat thlrty
dayg, for those neeoing acrctitionar tirE to fonrutalc ccnrEnrs. Cne hurErccl ano thlrty rrltten
rcsponses yere recaivd during the €ntire pr.btic revicr oerld. tHenry four of vhich uerc recltved
during the ?xrrnsion period. A surnury of public codr:nts lras prepard. Both a draft ol this
illlDlllc and thr sumr.ry of ptbtic coo|tlnts HerG madr avaitabte for a J0-day puEtic revicr period' as

ailFunced in the !s9gg!jgg!s!, darcd Juty 24, 1989, on pagc 30800. Trctvc copies of the f INolllG

HGfG requesteo am oistrlouteo; no coorlrtts uerc reccrYGo.

SIJI,I4ANV OF IIIIIGATIOII XEASURES:

Thc ptan provides for irprovco man garrnt and ipnttoring throuEh its adoDtancc of limits of acccp'
tabte chanqc lnd a defined resclrcn a|! ttbnitoring progran; seasonat conl8ctlcroHdinE tevets arc
specified, ano lcceptabl,c inftuerce of recrcattonat use on naturat ard cuttural resources' traiiinq
develorrnent ar|d uatei quality are cefined.

Ihe llationar Park Senvice concrucleo an informat secllon 7 consuttalion rith the US Fish and gitdtife
servtce. Ihe prrmary rmpacts on trstlo spcctcs, rn perttcular! tn" hur-Eo8c: cnub, batd eagtc 8no

percarine fatcon are, morc tikely than not, due to the direct resutt of the ooerltions of Gten canyon

Oam. Any cnanges in visitor use due to the itpterncntatron of the Revised CRI{P rould be tnlnor ano

increoenrat to:risting irnpacts. Io the best of our knorlcdg!, past river use oy visitors has had no

discernibtr inpact on thesa specics. Ihis is not to 3ay, calaoorrcatly, th6t ittplcts do not txl3t.

The CRtilP is a dynarnic docrnErt. Tha intcnt of the lationat Park Servicc is to revisc the CRI'IP' es'
peciatlv ritn resocct to the liorerErttoncd spectes, as 3oon !s lhe currcnt rescrcn lssoclateo rrtn
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Hatlonat Part(
Co loraoo R r ver t{anaqe,rnent

i HPACT

PLan r{evrsron

iounttnq o? Ccnnprclat oeadnesct trtcs,
::3vetrng doHnrtyer nr th e{TEty boats to Phan-
:m Ranch, BgEtnst tne lalncn limit for tne
:sv ot I aurcn i s i nt erreo to recuce congest I on
im crorning oornrt\'er, os resutted umer tne
: ?81 p t an rnerc oeaolrelds cou I ci t auncn a i, ong

rtul a tuttscheoule of 166 persons lar.rncn-
'19. Thougn unlikely, rnisactlon coutcl act-
-aL[y resutt ln increaseo crobrotnq, or rt:Etv
:€ DOSSlote that atrtttionat crouolnq ccutct
::e mrrrqatecl througn an alternatlverauncn

: enar t o.

e " Suple.nurtat L aurnes r ntended tc
provide privatc user3 equr tabte access ro the
uscr-oay at Iocatton lnay result in socrotogrcat
inpacts to the grq.F that doubl, e- t aunch

togcther; therc grq,JF ffury ccnEete for
camrttes or spcrd periods of tim in sight
of each othcr thlt rrr urucceptable to onc

cr both of the grot.pi.

3 . Def I nd nan gcntnt ob j act i ves , i n

thr f orm of L lni tg of Accaptabtc Change ara
irrtuded in thc plan.

PRESCRigED HI TICATIO}I A}tO

TESPOXSIEILITY

1 '{cnttorlng xiIl'be necessarv to det'
ermlne rr:he actlOn aCCOfiptlSneS ltSdeslrec

oO jeCt I ve, ot reduglng Contagts ano crogll ng

dounStreafn cf PhantCnr Rarch. l-\e obfeC'

tiveot tne rpnttoring Hiltb€ to assessthe

L auncn cays or thOSC groups H l [n Hh t ch the

CeaOheaO trlpsmarxc contACtS, ictIoring ttS

taking on oassengers at Phantsn Ranch.

0ther ricnt torr nq prograrns si':cutcl imi cate

normat ::nract/croHolng Ievets ln tne ao'

ience or ceaoneaotng trlps' C;;oarlson :f

lhe tHo rnav I ffi1cate neeo tc re? I ne (ne

deaorreao scnecrutlng proceoure" ?esDonsl-

bt t, i ty: Resources Harugenrnt -

7. xont tori ng x i t t be necessary to ts'
SSSS r,netner sociolngical irnracfs rt I I' ocgur

for thos; groups doudrle Iarrtntng together"

Astcsrtng suctt irnrect yi tt reoulrc sociotog'
i cr I sc i ence ttplft6dology, xh ich trulrt bc

lrdcrtakcn througn sociotogi sts ;thi s rort
csrrrot D€ urdcrttkGn etrtiertnan fY'90-

Furding har becn rcg1.pltccl. Posgibte mitiga'
t i qrr, I f i rdi cated ry lnnt torl ng, t1ul]t i nc lu'
dc: atloring cototc latrtrhes' Dut rith
groups xr th di f f erefit i tinerartesontv; Ootdrtc

I atrrnes on h i eh t arrh davs, so that donr

strGan conttcts tra ri th faster Doats that
t arrxned on t or denr i ty t arrrh dates; anC

redrt i on of t aurher f renr ooth the com'

rnrcial arrC nottolltl[rciat sectors- Re!'
pmri bi t i ty:Resource3 l,lamgelrnt .

3 . l{cri tor i ng progrulrs nec?sstrY to

sLfrt thasc mamgct:nt cbicctives lre
spccified in the matrices outlininE the Limits
of AccaoraDt e change- I f i rpacts/ i nf l, uencc'

/chanqe occurs, lls indicatect ov npnl toring,
above thosa leveir specified rs tcceptabtc'
tha prescr r bed meil13 of assur t ng accqlpt i sh'
ment u i l, t be inptcn:nted; sctl! act i ons tnav

bert be rcconutishcd fottoring an tction
spcct f i c envt romtnttt asscggrnt, in order
to lssurt ffteqratt psbt ic i nvotveilEnt i n


