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BACKGROUND

The Grand Canyon and other parks on the Colorado Plateau
enjoy some of the clearest air in the nation. From the canyon
rim vistas stretch out 100 miles and sometimes farther. These
were designated “mandatory Class 1” airspaces by the 1977
Clean Air Act. That Act declared, as a national goal, “the
prevention of any future, and the remedying of any existing
impairment of visibility in mandatory Class I areas” where
the impairment is man-made air pollution. But the vistas of
Grand Canyon and the other parks of the plateau are less
than half what they would be without man-made air pollu-
tion. Congress directed the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)to write regulations to assure "reasonable
progress" and a "long-term strategy" toward meeting the
national goal.

Eighteen years later, our nation has failed to develop either a
long-term strategy or to make reasonable progress in meeting
the national goal of preventing and remedying visibility
impairment in any of the United States’ 158 Class I areas.

In fact, it will be 1999 before the EPA fully implements its
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first regulatory action for the sole purpose of improving visi-
bility under the 1977 Clean Air Act—installing scrubbers on

Navajo Generating station.

Responding to this dismal record, Congress, in 1990,
strengthened the visibility section of the Clean Air Act and
established the Grand Canyon Visibility Transport
Commission. The Commission was charged with the task of
undertaking a precedent-setting process for improving visi-
bility at the 16 Class I areas located on the Colorado
Plateau—a goal that has eluded federal and state agencies for
almost two decades. Actions taken by this Commission will
establish a model for other, future visibility commissions to
follow in protecting visibility in parks throughout the
nation.

GRAND CANYON VISIBILITY TRANSPORT

COMMISSION
In November 1991, the administrator of the EPA established
the Grand Canyon Visibility Transport Commission
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(GCVTC).: The transport tegion is made up of nine western
states: Arizona, Califortiia, Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, New
Mexico, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming. The Commission is
made up of the governors of these states or their designees,
five tribal leaders (Hopi, Navajo, Acoma, Hualapai, and
Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission), and ex-offi-
cio, non-voting members from the U. S. Forest Service,
National Park Service, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Bureau of Land Management, and the EPA. Utility compa-
nies, mining and smelting companies, state and county
development districts, and environmentalists, including
Grand Canyon Trust and Grand Canyon River Guides, all
participate in the process.

The Commission released its reccommendations early this
summer. Solutions include changes in the utility and trans-
portation industries, shifts to cleaner, renewable energies,
and increased monitoring of air resources. The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 18 months to
formulate regulations based on the recommendations of the
Grand Canyon Visibility Transport Commission. Although
EPA is not bound by GCVTC recommendations, these regu-  the installation of “best available technology” to control

lations will likely reflect the non-partisan work of the com- emmissions at the Mohave Generating Plant which lies
mission. But the implementation and impact of these recom-  ypwind of the Canyon. The impacts and sources of pollution
mendations will take years. are complex and little-known. There is a pressing need for
more monitoring, greater understanding of the sources of
THE NEXT STEP pollution, and more efforts like the GCVTC to oversee and
Because air pollution is a regional problem, solutions lie far  coordinate the regional effort. No single entity can do it

beyond the park’s boundaries. The Trust is working to assure  alone: it will take an effort from all of us.
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