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	United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

Box 1507

Page, Arizona 86040


Dear Interested Party:

Thank you for your interest regarding the future use of personal watercraft at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area.  Enclosed is the draft environmental impact statement for the personal watercraft rule-making, which evaluates three alternatives for managing the use of personal watercraft at the recreation area.  Two alternatives would allow personal watercraft use under defined conditions.  The third alternative would eliminate personal watercraft use within the recreation area.

Under a special regulation, Alternative A would allow use identical to that before September 2002.  Personal watercraft use would be authorized for all areas of the recreation area above Glen Canyon Dam except where use was prohibited by the Superintendent’s Compendium, 2002.

Alternative B would allow personal watercraft use in the recreation area under a special regulation that included additional management restrictions.  Personal watercraft use would be prohibited in portions of the Colorado, Escalante, Dirty Devil, and San Juan Rivers to increase protection of environmental values and reduce visitor conflict.  To further reduce visitor conflict and improve visitor experience, speed restrictions would be imposed in additional areas of the Escalante and Dirty Devil Rivers.  This alternative also includes enhancement of educational programs and materials, and the development of a monitoring program and lake management plan that would comprehensively consider all lake uses to manage the effects on resources by all watercraft.

Under Alternative C, the no action alternative, all personal watercraft use within the recreation area would be prohibited, based on the 2000 National Park Service rule.

The potential environmental consequences of the actions were evaluated for each alternative.  This included impacts on natural resources, cultural resources, visitor experience and safety, socioeconomic impacts, and management and operations.

If you wish to comment on the draft environmental impact statement, you may mail comments to Glen Canyon NRA, Attn: PWC DEIS, P.O. Box 1507, Page AZ 86040 or e-mail comments to GLCA@den.nps.gov.  Please note that names and addresses of people who comment become part of the public record.  If you wish us to withhold you name and/or address, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comment.  We will make all submissions from organizations, from businesses, and from individuals identifying themselves as representatives or officials of organizations or businesses available for public inspection in their entirety.  This draft environmental impact statement will be on public review for 60 days after the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has accepted the document and published a notice of availability in the Federal Register.  The final date for public comment will be posted on the recreation area website at www.nps.gov/glca/plan.htm.  All review comments must be received by that time.

Sincerely,
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Kitty L. Roberts

Superintendent
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