December 5, 2002

Dr. Steven Gloss

Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center

2255 N. Gemini Drive

Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Dear Dr. Gloss:

Please accept our apologies for the delay in revising this document.  We hope the revisions meet with your expectations.  The report has been extensively reorganized in response to the comments received.  The executive summary has been rewritten to include all conclusions.  The methods sections for each objective have been consolidated into one section, and the results and conclusions sections were streamlined.  Many tables that the reviewers found extraneous were deleted or moved to an appendix.   Figures were revised to show data more clearly.  Throughout, we clarified points the reviewers found questionable.  Most points specifically mentioned by reviewers were addressed by the reorganization and streamlining.  

Some comments, however, were not followed.  Some reviewers believed the report attempted to address too many objectives and contained too much detail.  The objectives covered were agreed upon between SWCA and GCMRC, and we felt obligated to address all of them.  We feel this report should be a comprehensive record of 2000 sampling activities, not a brief synopsis of only positive results.  Therefore, we retained much of the detail. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an improved report.

Melissa Trammell 

SWCA

Flagstaff, AZ 86001

Dr. Rich Valdez

R. A. Valdez and Associates

172 West 1275 South

Logan, UT 84321

(435) 752-9606

